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Victims of Kilwa Massacre Seek Justice in Canada
Congolese nationals have launched a class action law suit in a Montreal court against Canadian mining company, Anvil Mining. At least 73 civilians were killed in 2004 when the Congolese Armed Forces attacked residents in the town of Kilwa. A UN investigation revealed that planes, vehicles, personnel and food controlled by Anvil Mining were used by the army during the attack (see IU Oct. 31, 2008).
A military court in the Congo acquitted the company’s former general manager, a Canadian national, who was charged with aiding and abetting the army. Irregularities associated with the judicial proceedings were widely criticized. Survivors of the attack and relatives of the victims now seek justice in Canada. Anvil denies all claims. 
In 2004, prior to the massacre, the Multilateral Guarantee Investment Agency (MIGA) granted Anvil a US$13.6 million guarantee against the risk of war and civil disturbance for its Congolese mine. MIGA, which is part of the World Bank Group, facilitates private sector investment in developing and emerging markets. Unfortunately, there is a lack of effective accountability mechanisms regarding the operation of this public institution. 
Given the recent defeat of Bill C-300 in the House of Commons, Canada still lacks an effective, independent complaint mechanism regarding the overseas operations of our extractive companies. Congolese and other foreign citizens have little choice but to avail themselves of our courts in their search for justice. 
ASADHA, ACIDH, RAID, Global Witness and CCIJ press release: 
http://raid-uk.org/docs/KilwaClassAction/Kilwa_class_action_press_release_EN_8Nov10.pdf

IMF Governance Reform 










Pressure has been mounting to establish a more even playing field for developing countries and emerging markets in IMF/World Bank governance structures. A set of proposed IMF reforms was partially agreed upon when G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors met in South Korea on October 22, in preparation for the G20 Summit. According to their communiqué, key elements of the agreement include shifts in quota shares to dynamic emerging markets and developing countries. These reforms would increase the share of dynamic developing countries’ quotas (voting power) by more than six percentage points. Such a move would see the large emerging markets of Brazil, China, India and Russia take their place among the ten most influential members of the IMF. The rise in emerging market power is to be balanced by a corresponding decrease in European representation. However, most of the six per cent increase would actually come from other developing countries. In an additional bid to make the institution more democratic, it is also proposed that the entire board of directors be elected, as opposed to the current situation, wherein five of the directors are appointed.  
The proposed reforms will not address the on-going power imbalance within the IMF, particularly as the US will retain its veto power by holding over 15% of voting shares. The proposed changes, once agreed, would not come into play until the 2012 IMF/World Bank Annual Meetings.
October 22 Communique http://www.g20.org/Documents/201010_communique_gyeongju.pdf
Bretton Woods Project http://www.brettonwoodsproject.org/art-566899#official
EURODAD http://www.eurodad.org/whatsnew/articles.aspx?id=4270
Packing for South Korea – G20: Take Action on FTT
As heads of state prepare to meet in Seoul, South Korea for the G20 summit on November 10, civil society organizations continue to push for the adoption of a Financial Transaction Tax. The tax aims to minimize volatile market activity and generate funds for developing countries. In July 2010, a group of international finance experts from the Leading Group for Innovative Financing for Development confirmed the viability of such a tax. Meanwhile, the European Commission is examining the option of introducing an FTT at the EU level, following a show of support for the initiative by the European Parliament earlier this year.
Having long advocated the benefits of an FTT, the Halifax Initiative, together with its many international partners, urges ministers to tackle this issue at the G20 in Seoul. Read the civil society G20 statement, Take Action on FTT, supported by organizations from twenty-three countries, which outlines the importance of adopting an FTT. 
G20 Statement: Take Action on FTT 
http://halifaxinitiative.org/content/civil-society-statement-g20-take-action-ftt 
	Notice Board – This month…

· Bank Information Center recap on IMF and World Bank Annual Meetings.  http://www.bicusa.org/en/Article.12181.aspx 
· European Commission outlines its vision for taxing the financial sector.  http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/index_en.htm 
· The Leading Group for Innovative Financing for Development, ‘under the impetus of the Japanese Presidency, and with the support of France and the Belgian Presidency of the European Union, organized a side event on Innovative Financing for Development on 21 September 2010, on the sidelines of the UN Summit on the MDGs’.  The three co-organizing countries presented a declaration promoting a financial transaction tax, which was supported by Norway, Spain and Brazil. Read the report: http://www.leadinggroup.org/article741.html
· Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability (CNCA) press release regarding the defeat of Bill C-300 at Third Reading: 
http://halifaxinitiative.org/sites/default/files/CNCA-pressrelease-c-300-defeat-oct28.pdf
· Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability (CNCA) statement regarding the recent launch of the Government of  Canada Corporate Social Responsibility Counsellor review process:
http://halifaxinitiative.org/sites/default/files/25102010-csr-couns-cnca-statement-final.pdf


New Publications
· The Reality of Aid Global 2010 Report - Aid and Development Effectiveness: Towards Human Rights, Social Justice and Democracy: 
http://www.realityofaid.org/roa-reports/index/secid/375/part/1
· Fixing Global Finance: A Developing Country Perspective on Global Financial Reforms by Kavaljit Singh:  http://www.madhyam.org.in/admin/tender/FGF2510.pdf
· Oxfam report on G20: The Making of a Seoul Development Consensus: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/debt_aid/seoul-development-consensus-g20.html  
· Jubilee USA: Unmaking the IMF: The Post-Financial Crisis Imperative for Reform:
http://www.jubileeusa.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Resources/Policy_Archive/Oct_5_IMF_Report.pdf
Upcoming Events

· Human Rights Impact Assessments for Trade and Investment Agreements

Roundtable and video conference with Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Nov. 16, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., U of Ottawa,  Fauteux Hall (FTX 550)

http://www.ccic.ca/media/news_detail_e.php?id=97
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The Canadian Constituency at the Bank includes: Antigua and 
Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, 

Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. It is the same at the IMF minus Guyana. 
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